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This paper will tell you about Japanese studies in rural history of later
medieval Europe for these twenty years, the period of 1967-87. During this
period, several nev ways of approach to history are being brought up. The
main trends in this period could be summarized in the following items. One
is the increasing interests in urban history having provided a collateral
dccrease of studies in rural history Secondly, we have seen the alternatien
from socio-economic history to soc1al history, in a word, rural histery is
taking more scociological and less cconomic features, since econowmic history
has become more and more econometric history. Thirdly, the areas ot studies
are extending very far and wide not only geographically but alsc to various
spheres of human life. Furthermore, many studies are discussing the relation
between the urban activities and agricultural enterprises or the rural society
from the legal and constitutional points of views. Thercfore, it is not easy
to single out the studies in rural or agricultural histery in a strict sense
of the word. I should like to add here that the studies basing on manuscripts
re coming out, although most studies before this period depended chiefly on

printed matcrials or secondary sources.

8

It is very significant that two of the very important studies repre-
senting the preceding generation were published in 1907 and 1968. Onc is a
work by A. Yoshioka the subject of which is on English landlords in the
country.1 He assumed the peasant household as the nuclear of feudal society
and the differentiation of the feudal peasantry led the landlord system te be
dissolved and let the latter transform to the one under the regime of the Ab-
solutism. The other work is the book edited by K. Takahashi and T.
Furushima under the title of The Economic Ground of Modernization.- If we
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could say in a werd the main features of the researches in the earlier gener-
ation, munographs arc easily catcgorized in the field of either sociv-economic
history, commcrcial histoery, constitutional histery, or legal history, as well
as rural or urban. Also each monbgraph belongs te sonc of the modern European
countries, ¢.g. England, France, Germany or Italy. Scome has a title of com-
arative study, but it is not so comparative against the auther’s intention.
Thcrc arc very fow clement of arca study, a research onm  seme area en bloc
bevond the boundaries of the modern political states. The way of area study
is getting mere normal in our peried. One mere work should be added here
1t was written by K. Ugava, whosc title is Lay Estates in Medieval England.3
This book consists of a detailed moncgraph on the economic structure and
development of the estates in Holderness, Lincolnshire, whose landlord was
Isabella De Fortibus, the Ceountess of Devon and Aumale and Lady of the Isle of
¥ight. This book is very important, because the main form of his research
belongs to the preceding generatioen, but his method shows a pioneer work in
the point that he uses unpublished manuscripts for the main sources. It
sho ld be truly said that his book plays the role to bridge betwsen the tvo

generatio

One more book whose title is The Econemic Structure of Civil Society
should be mentioned here as a work representing an old generation, altheugh
published a little later; it is presented to a very influential historian by
his friends and pupils on the occasion of his retirement foqm his
professo rship.’1
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Now we have reached the peoint to talk abeut Japanese studies of our
period concerning the rural histery of later medieval Europe in detail. It is
generally accepted among Japanese historians that the peried of ’later
medieval’ Europe is the one from the twelfth century.5 According to this
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opinion, it is well encugh for this report to explain the papers relating to
the period from the tvelfth to the fifteenth centuries, or at least from the
cleventh century, a memorable century of the Norwan Conquest eand  of the
Powmesday Book in England. Alse the duty will be off, if the werks eon rural
socicty and agricultural history are takenm up. But it is very difficult to
take up the works through this division gf the period, becausc sovme people
have published impertant papers over several centuries, from the seventh or
eighth century to the twelfth or the thirteenth century. Also the subject of
a rcsecarch is sometimes extending to the other field, as 1 mentioned above.
Therefore, this report sheuld refer some of the mest important works here,
even though some of them might be overlapped by the other members’ reports.
Also it should be mentioned that this section will shovw you a bird’s-eye view
on English history.

One ¢f the most remarkable works has been donc by M. Tanaka. He has made
scveral rescarches frem the Angle-Saxon peried to the thirteenth century. A
long series of his works are cellected in two veolumes and published.6 R He

explained the signification of his -"medieval town’ in his latest book that the -

tovn and the countryside have a common economic ground, because the former
accomplished her growth by the sale of the increasing surplus preduct of the
latter; the manor is the active side of the feudal society and the town is
the reverse side; but either of them is based on feudal community in its his-
torical essence. Y. Aoyama’'s work should be mentioned here briefly.7 As the
titles of his becks show, his works are more political and less rural, and
wainly come from the period before the Norman Conqqest, it is worth mention-
ing them here, for his very energetic activities in English medieval history.
He sometimes gives us informative facts about rural history.

In 1970s and 1980s we have several studies published in the sphere of
English rural history. I shall tell you some of them according to the date
of publication. S. Yonekawa has trecated the county of Norfolk as two areas,
shcep-corn area in the west and veoodland in the east, and found the econonic
development of the county frem the eleventh to the seventeenth centuries as
the corelation of the different industrial types in the rural society. His
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vork is grand in conception; it gives some influences to leocal historians in
England, since the summary is published in English.3 S. Fujita collected
his papers for mere then twenty years of his academic life and published a
ook of socic-econemic history of medicval England.9 In the same year two
rers books are published in the same field; one is written by N. Morimoto and
the other is written by K. Akazawa.ll

A few yvears after this productive year, Y. Miyeshi has published a book
entitled A Peasant Society in Eccnomic Change : A Suffolk Manor 1279Y-1437.
This study comes from unpublished mancr court rells, ministers® account rolls(
compotus rolls), manoriazl survevs and other manorial manuscripts mainly kept

in British Library as well as printed secondary scurces. Her chief interest
lies in finding the significance of the fourteenth century as a century of so-
cial, political and ecenomic chaﬁge.ll Since thenrn, any very important
monvgraph has not been published in the field, except the collection of papers
by Japanese scholars of medieval England.lz Seventeen people joined to con-
tribute te the book. Two papers concern the given field and the given period

of’this'?bpo?t:ij

Before going on forwards, I think it better to mention a big collection
tfor the werld-wide  history threough ages. In 1970 the tvo books concerning
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our field and the period vere published, and we have three papers there.ld

Up to this point, this report talks about studies which are published
in a book. But mwany important studies are published in journals as well. On
the land market among peasant land holders there are studies of T. Nagashinma
and K. Kunikata.lD T. Kato makes a research on the lav of village
community.l6 The study in medieval Wales is a new subject in our period. 1.
Nagai has been exploiting studies on Wales from various aspect and published
papers almost every year for more than ten years.17 The research for so-
clal consciousness of peasantry starts te be explored. Y. Miyeshi made an
attempt to access it first through the literary works such as William
Langland, Geoftrey Chaucer, John ¥yclitff and so forth. Her second access is
through the wall—paintingg in the village churches and the misericords on
stalls in the chancel.l8 The women’ s histoyy appears first in our period;
some are discussing women in the ccuntryside.19 The family history comes out
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with a nev guise by vy. Arai.?2V His study concerns the gentry families in the
7] N
country.*l

Although Dbevend the range of this report, it should be reterred here

that there are so many impertant works done on the constitutional as well as
the legal history of wedieval England, which help us a great deal to advance
the studies in rural history. In these fields there are so many prodnctive

scholars, that this report will pick up enly the wvorks published as a book.
early as the vear of 1908, R. Tomisawa collected his papers.ZJ S. Koyama
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also published his study in the same year. 23y, Matsugaki issued his study a

tfew years latcr.~1 T. Kide publishsd a study about the constitutional his-
75

tory of the thirteenth century.ZJ

_ 3 , . ) - i
Turning our eyes to the Continent, wve could find a great work done by S.
Masuda. Although he published an academic study more than thirty years ago,
he is still proposing impertant questions from a fresh point of view.20 1n
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tion to Ene lbh Legal Historv by J.Baker, An Introduction to the Administra-
History of Madieval England by S. B. Chrimes, etc.
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the latost beok he is criticizing the recent fashion of sccial history and
varning us against follewing so fashicnable history. He tells us that his
’secial history ' is not the one in fashien, but te understand the fact of the
past c¢omprehensively, in other weord te think ever the past phanowenoen through
interdisciplinary points as well as from the point of area study witheut shut-

ng ene's eves in  the narrov range settled politically by  medern naticnal
t

Next we should say about a series of research made by Y., Merimoto. He is
ane of the most excellent Japanese histerians of our field and peried. He
published very interesting papers encrgetically 27 One of his recent works is
a rescarch to discuss on the socic-economic condition of the thirteenth cen-
tury through a study for comparing the original manuscript of the ninth cen-
tury land survey with the thirteenth century copy of the same manuscript, and
points out the social changes between the two centuries. He read this paper
at the historical society of Belgium and won a good praise..23 He has or-
ganized a study group for exploring the corelation of rural and urban
“societies since later 1970s. The members of his group are mostly very good
scholars and have issued good papers, but 1 shall not say about them, for
sonebody will tell you more.

The study of 1. Tochikava should be mentioned. He pursues the feudal
structure of rural society from the psasant status and insisting that slaves
vere working as nuclear labour in the standard peasant household. He extends
kis study to the urban household and tries to understand the rural and urban
households en bloec through an analysis of the Weistumer;zg' Concerning south
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Europe, T. Morita published his collected papers. He has done a pioneer work
in this field for a generation.30 Another goed works ave done by K. Shimizu.
As his works are more tewn history, some will talk on his works more. Here a
word should be added that he scems  to study the rural area surrounding the
town together with.3i Concerning nerth Europe, S. Kumano is exploiting this
field very encrgetically. His opinien is that the Vikings were engaged in
agriculture, though they are well known as pirates or invaders crossing the
sea.o% M. Fusejima has actively made a severs! papers on the peasant society
in the same field. His works chiefly depend on an analysis of legal code .33

There are very few works on rural society in the Continent. It seenms
that urban history together with sccial history is invelving the sphere of
rural history. This report «will not say about it, for somebody may talk it.
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e Hétrospecting the past two decade, we could récagnize that the changes
are going on exactly in historical studies even in medieval Europe. New
fields are being exploited, and new method are being explored without notice
by any of the contemporaries. 1 shall not repeat here the main features which
have been brought up during our period. But you would acknowledge now the
pain trends mentioned at the beginning of this repert. The thing we should
keep in mind dis that history herself is geographically and metaphysically
taking avay her boundaries which the nineteenth century historians settled;
the rvval histery is advancing over the beoundaries of national political
states ; it is also stepping forwards over the boundaries of neighbouring
scisnces such as archaeclogy, gengraphy, geology, sociology, psychology,
philology, folklore, and so on. 1f you could give me another minute, I sheould
like to say that vwe shall take avay the political! boundary betwveen us and
join together in learning the troubles and pleasures of medieval European
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